
ADDITIONAL APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR APPLICANTS TO THE M.S PROGRAM IN SPEECH, LANGUAGE, AND LEARNING.  

(This does not pertain to applicants to the PhD Program in CSD.) 
 
 
ANALYTICAL GRE 
 
The GRE Analytical score is required in addition to the verbal and quantitative scores. 
 
 
THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
The statement of purpose should be limited to 500 words.  The below helpful hints regarding 
writing the statement of purpose are provided by Professor James Nairne, Department of 
Psychological Sciences, Purdue University. 
 

i. The persons reading your application for graduate school will want to know how you 
can contribute to their graduate program.  The focus, therefore, should be on how 
you’ve spent time as an undergraduate preparing for your graduate student 
experiences. 

 
ii. Do not include too much personal information; again, you need to prepare a 

professional document, something that will convince the admissions committee that 
you are serious about doing graduate level work.  Anecdotes about how you got 
interested in the field, or on “how I’ve always wanted to help people” or “make a 
difference” should be minimized and if stated, be relevant and succinct. 

 
iii. The document should be well-written, concise, and free of typos.  A sloppy document 

will send exactly the wrong kind of message, e.g., it might send a signal to the 
admissions committee that you’ll be just as sloppy about graduate work. 

 
iv. If you can, be specific about how you fit into the program, in other words, tailor it to 

the school.  For example, talk about the work of specific professors, the 
curriculum offerings, etc.  This provides yet another way to demonstrate your 
professional maturity. 

 
 
 
At the bottom of your statement of purpose, please list the following essay question and 
your answer to it.  (Length should be approximately 1 page double spaced.) 
 
“What are the two areas of communication sciences and disorders that interest you the most and 
why (please do NOT use anecdotes in your answer)?” 
 
 
Indicate Concentration 
Please indicate at the end of this essay whether you're applying to the Learning Disabilities (LD) 
or Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) concentration within the Speech, Language, Learning 
Master of Science Program by stating "I am applying to the LD concentration" or "I am applying to 
the SLP concentration". 
 
 
 
 


